
JOHN J. SHERMAN, cashier of the Citizens' National Bank, of Appleton, Wisconsin, a position of 
trust and responsibility which he has continuously held for nearly eighteen years, is also 
identified with other important business interests, and is one of the men of this city who may 
be truly termed representative. He is a native of Wisconsin, born in Addison township, 
Washington county, August 28, 1853, and nearly all of his life has been passed in this state. His 
parents were Jacob and Margaret (Sell) Sherman, the former a native of France and the latter 
of Germany. Men of the type of John J. Sherman have no need to recall illustrious ancestors to 
add prominence to themselves, but it is interesting to know that Grandfather Andrew Sherman 
served on the staff of the great Bonaparte from 1811 to 1815, and participated in those battles 
that made world history -- Leipsic, Dresden, Hanau, Bautzen, Lutzen and Waterloo. This 
veteran came to Wisconsin in 1855, where he lived a peaceful life for many years, his death 
occurring in 1880, when he was over ninety years of age. Jacob Sherman, son of Andrew, was 
born in 1819, and came to the United States when eighteen years of age. In 1845 he married 
Margaret Sell, who had accompanied a brother from Germany and reached America in 1839. 
She died October 4, 1855, the mother of six children, one of the three survivors being John J. 
Sherman, of Appleton. From the age of fifteen years John J. Sherman has been the arbiter of 
his own fortunes. He had three years of excellent school training in St. Gall's Academy, 
Milwaukee, but with this exception, provided for his further education and necessities himself, 
for some years teaching school in the winter seasons and attending school during a part of the 
summers. He thus advanced both financially and mentally, giving himself advantages in the 
Normal School at Whitewater and the State University, and for ten years engaging in 
educational work at Milwaukee. In 1879 he went to Wausau, where for seven years he was 
engaged in a mercantile business, and while there became active in politics and was elected 
city clerk on the Democratic ticket, was also census enumerator and was. otherwise prominent. 
In 1890 he assisted in the organization of the German-American Savings Bank of that city, 
which became a national bank in the following year. On April 4, 1893, he was elected county 
judge of Marathon county, and continued his judicial duties until he was called to Appleton, 
January 15, 1894, to accept his present position. Mr. Sherman was one of the organizers of the 
Wisconsin State Bankers' Association, in which he has always taken an active interest and of 
which he was vice-president in 1906 and president in 1907. In 1909, he was elected a member 
of the executive council of the American Bankers' Association. and has since continuously 
served in that capacity. Mr. Sherman was married (first) February 18, 1879, to Miss Mary E. 
Dengel, a native of Hartford, Wisconsin, who died December 20, 1886, the mother of two 
children: Adam Edward and Margaret. Margaret died in infancy. On May 1, 1888, Mr. Sherman 
was married a second time, to Miss Helen Kamps, a daughter of Gerhard and Katherina (Jansen) 
Kamps. Mr. and Mrs. Sherman have had six children: Margaret, Henry, Marie, Isabell, Helen and 
Agnes, all living excepting Henry, who died in infancy. They are members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and Mr. Sherman is identified with the Roman Catholic Central Society, the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, Knights of Columbus, Catholic Order of Foresters and the 
Catholic Family Protective Association of Wisconsin. 
 
The Citizens National Bank of Appleton, Wisconsin, was organized on the 15th day of January, 
1894. Although its authorized capital stock was $150,000, its first statement to the Comptroller 
of Currency showed assets of $75,000, while according to the bank statement at the close of 
business on the 7th day of March, 1911, showed a total of assets and resources of 
$1,298,021.33. Proportionately with the increase thus noted has the business of the various 
departments of the institution been augmented, and not a year since its opening, seventeen 
years ago, has this thriving financial institution experienced anything but a healthy progress. 
The original number of stockholders of this bank was 90; now it has been increased to 105, all 
residents of Appleton and Outagamie county, excepting a few who acquired stock by 
inheritance. Among the men who were numbered with the directors of the bank at the time of 
its opening and who are still connected with this institution in a similar capacity are: Lamar 
Olmstead, Joseph Rossmeissl, John Berg, G. T. Moeskes and John J. Sherman, and since its 
beginning the vice-president has been Joseph Rossmeissl, and the cashier John J. Sherman. 
From an office force of three men the activities of the bank have so increased that the services 
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of eight people are now required to dispense the volume of business. The first president of the 
bank was John S. Van Northwick, who resigned as such officer on the 29th day of December, 
1896, on which day Lamar Olmstead was elected as his successor, who has served continuously 
until the present. On August 1, 1907, the bank purchased the building it now occupies, 
together with an adjoining one. It was the first bank in the State of Wisconsin to put into use 
an absolutely fire and burglar-proof vault, the construction of which, being of solid steel 
throughout, was the heaviest made at that time by any safe company, and required the greater 
part of six months to complete the same. Inside this impregnable casing are located two 
combined screw-door safes used for the secure keeping of money and valuables. This 
institution was also the first of its kind in the city to introduce the home savings banks which 
have become so popular and are used by many families in this city. 
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