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ERNEST SPOEHR, an enterprising agriculturist of Bovina township, who owns 356 acres in 
sections 4 and 5, is a member of an old and honored family which has been located in 
Outagamie county for upwards of sixty years. He was born on the farm which he now owns, 
November 20, 1866, and is a son of Ernest and Matilda (Schultz) Spoehr, natives of Germany. 
The parents of Mr. Spoehr were married in Outagamie county, where Mr. Spoehr had located in 
1851, and after a long and useful life spent in agricultural pursuits here he is now retired and 
living at Hortonville, being seventy-four years of age. His wife died in May, 1896, aged forty-
eight years. Ernest Spoehr, Sr., enlisted during the Civil War as a private in a Wisconsin infantry 
regiment, and served two years, receiving his honorable discharge after a brave and faithful 
service, and he is now a member of Hortonville Post, Grand Army of the Republic. Ernest 
Spoehr, Jr., was the eldest of six children, and his youth was spent in the hard work of the 
farm up to the time when he was fifteen years of age, when he started working for wages at 
lumbering and river driving. He continued at this work until his marriage in 1896 to Miss Annie 
Witthuhn, who was born January 24, 1876, the eldest of the children of Charles and Louisa 
(Dikelman) Witthuhn, natives of Germany, who came to America in early life and are now living 
in Bovina township. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Spoehr, namely: Roy, 
Wilford, Frederick and Nicholas, all residing at home. After his marriage, Mr. Spoehr engaged in 
farming for himself on the old homestead, which he eventually purchased from his father, and 
he now has eighty acres under cultivation and 151 acres enclosed in a barbed and woven wire 
fence. Since coming into possession of the property, Mr. Spoehr had remodeled both the house 
and the barn, in addition to erecting outbuildings and making other improvements. General 
farming and stock raising have been his chief occupations, and he has made a specialty of 
dairying. He keeps Poland-China hogs and Holstein cattle, and devotes a large part of his 
property to pasture land. Mr. Spoehr is a member of the Odd Fellows, is a Republican in his 
political belief, and with Mrs. Spoehr attends the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which they 
are active members. 

 

 

 

 
 


