
ISAAC THORN, one of Outagamie county's most representative men, who was for many years 
identified with the agricultural interests of Deer Creek township, is now living retired in 
Welcome, of which village he is now president. Born August 17, 1847, in Jefferson county, New 
York, Mr. Thorn is a son of Isaac and Mariam (Gardner) Thorn, natives of New York State and 
Massachusetts, respectively, and on the paternal side can trace his ancestry back to the 
"Mayflower," and on the maternal side to an old English family. Mr. Thorn's parents were 
married in New York State and came to Wisconsin in 1852, settling in Sauk county, where they 
were engaged in farming. Some years later they came to Deer Creek township, Outagamie 
county, where Isaac Thorn died about 1891, and his wife about 1887. Isaac Thorn was the 
youngest of their In seven children, and he received a common school education. 1864, 
although only seventeen years of age, he enlisted in Company A, Forty-seventh Regiment, 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, with which organization he served until the war's close. With his 
company he was detailed on guard and picket duty, guarding the railroads in Tennessee and 
was never assigned to brigade. He was mustered out at Nashville, Tennessee, September 22, 
1865, and after his return from the war was engaged in lumbering and river driving for twenty-
five years, most of the time working for wages. At the end of that time he bought eighty acres 
of land in Deer Creek township and engaged in farming, five years later purchasing forty acres 
adjoining his first purchase. On the raw timber land he erected a shanty, and here he and his 
family lived in the summer months while working the land, and in the winter he moved his 
family to the village while he went and worked in the woods at logging. At the end of five years 
he built a hewed log house and barn and with a team of oxen, a wagon, plow and drag, settled 
down to develop his land. As years passed by he built numerous outbuildings for the shelter of 
his stock, grain and machinery, and added modern farming implements piece by piece as he 
became financially able until he was fully equipped in this line. In 1893 he sold this property 
and moved to a farm of 116 acres in Deer Creek township which his second wife had inherited 
from her first husband, who was Thorn's brother, and there they lived until August, 1896, when 
Thorn was appointed postmaster at Welcome. At this time he rented his property and moved to 
the village, where he served as postmaster for eleven years, and since that time has been 
living retired. 
In 1873, Mr. Thorn was married (first) to Miss Elizabeth Billings, daughter of Lyman and Eliza 
(Craig) Billings, natives of New York and early settlers of Wisconsin. Mrs. Thorn died in April, 
1888, leaving six children, of whom the eldest died in infancy; Amy married Napoleon Thibeau, 
and they live in Deer Creek township and have eight children; Genevieve, who died in 
childhood; Lana E., single and living with his father; Ed J., also single and residing at home; 
and Guy, who met his death in a railroad accident when sixteen years of age. Mr. Thorn was 
married (second) in 1893, to Mrs. Adda Thorn, widow of Daniel Thorn, and daughter of Horace 
and Olive (Muncy) Wadsworth, natives of New York State and of English extraction on the 
father's side, and German on the mother's. They came to Wisconsin about 1850 and settled in 
Dane county, where both died. Mrs. Thorn was the youngest of a family of eight children, and 
was born July 3, 1847. There were no children born to Mr. Thorn's second marriage. Mr. Thorn 
is a member of Starkweather Post No. 51, Grand Army of the Republic, which he organized and 
of which he was the first commander and then was re-elected and served a second term. It 
originally had twenty-two members, but is now disbanded, there not being enough members to 
fill the offices. In politics, Mr. Thorn is a Republican, having cast his first vote for Abraham 
Lincoln, and he is now serving as president of the village and also represents it on the board of 
supervisors. He is also a member of the board of school directors, was a deputy sheriff for two 
terms and served as assessor for four years. With his family he attends the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Welcome, his wife being the first superintendent of the Sunday school, which was 
organized in 1894, and she served twelve years in that position. For about fifteen years Mr. 
Thorn served as a. member of the board of church trustees. 
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