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DANIEL M. TORREY, who has played an important part in the development of that part of 
Outagamie county lying adjacent to Shiocton, has identified himself with various business 
enterprises in this city for many years, and has held a number of important offices in the gift of 
the people. He was born July 3, 1845, in Hinsdale, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, a son of 
Thomas R. and Achsah (Chapman) Torrey, natives of Massachusetts of English extraction. 
Thomas R. Torrey brought his family to Wisconsin in 1855 and settled in Liberty township, 
Outagamie county, in 1856, buying 120 acres of land from the Government and 160 acres from 
the State, this land being three and one-half miles from Shiocton and five miles from the 
nearest settler on the south, a Mr. Turney. In 1861 the family moved to Bovina township, one 
and one-half miles east of Shiocton, and continued to live thereon thirty-five years, at the end 
of which time Mr. Torrey sold out and moved to Iowa. One year later, however, he returned to 
Bovina township, and his death occurred shortly thereafter, he being buried in Shiocton. After 
her husband's death, Mrs. Torrey married a Mr. Preaton, and her death occurred in Hortonville, 
where her burial took place. The parents of Daniel M. Torrey had six children, he being the 
fourth in order of birth. Daniel M. Torrey received his education in the public schools of 
Massachusetts and Shiocton, and at the age of fourteen years he went to work in a sawmill, 
later engaging in various occupations in the woods and on the river until he was twenty years 
old. At this time he bought forty acres of land and rented some additional property, and 
engaged in farming for about six years, then moving into Shiocton, where he established 
himself in business as a buyer and seller of stock and as the proprietor of a meat market. He 
also engaged in the flour and feed business, and from the time when he first located in 
Shiocton he has been a notary public. He has been a justice of the peace for twenty-four years, 
a capacity in which he is serving at this time, was supervisor of the township for six years and 
served one year as town clerk. Seven years after coming to Shiocton, Mr. Torrey bought 110 
acres of land, which he farmed for six years, and at the end of that time sold forty acres in 
ten-acre tracts for enough to pay for the original purchase, the balance of seventy acres being 
sold at fifty dollars an acre, the first time that land had brought that price in this section. In 
1897 he purchased 200 acres of swamp land, in 100-acre tracts, and today one of these tracts is 
entirely cleared and under cultivation, while the other has forty acres cleared. Mr. Torrey is 
now engaged in the insurance business, and attends to his duties as notary public and justice of 
the peace. 
 
In 1863, Mr. Torrey was married to Miss Abbie Tyler, the second of her parents' eight children, 
daughter of Nelson and Lydia Tyler, natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Wisconsin in 1860 
and settled in Shiocton. They spent the remainder of their lives here and were buried in 
Rexford Cemetery, in Ellington. Mrs. Torrey, who died May 11, 1896, is buried in Liberty 
township. Mr. and Mrs. Torrey had one child: Elnora M., who married Charles Anson, of Liberty 
township, and he died March 28, 1904, leaving her with two sons. In March, 1898, Mr. Torrey 
was married (second) to Miss Loretta Lewis, daughter of Abner and Eliza (Griffin) Lewis, natives 
of New York and Canada, respectively, the former of whom died in April, 1886, and the latter 
in November, 1869. Mrs. Torrey died May 4, 1911, and was buried in Liberty Cemetery, and was 
beloved by all. Mr. Torrey is a member of the Odd Fellows, and is a Democrat in his political 
sympathies, although he votes independently. He is and Mrs. Torrey was connected with the 
Congregational Church of Shiocton. 

 

 
 


