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ANTONE J. VANDENBERG, chairman of, the township board of Vandenbroek 

township, and one of the well known and successful agriculturists of 

this locality, is the owner of 104 acres of fine farming land. He is 

a son of John Vandenberg, who was born in Holland and came to the 

United States with his wife, Mary, landing at New York City, April 

17, 1858. He came direct to Little Chute, Outagamie county, and 

secured employment on the Northwestern Railroad at twenty-five cents 

per day, work at that time being very scarce, and later was employed 

on the Government Canal at little better wages, but in a few years, 

by the strictest kind of economy and frugality he had saved enough 

to enable him to purchase thirty acres in Vandenbroek township, then 

known as Kaukauna township. He built a little log cabin on this 

property, but on account of lack of funds was compelled to work on 

the canal for a time longer. His first team was a pair of cows, with 

which he did his farming for the first few years, but he was a hard 

and consistent worker, and added to his equipment from time to time 

as his finances would allow, later adding ten acres to his home 

property and buying land in other parts of the township, and he 

eventually became known as one of the substantial men of his 

township, serving for a number of years as clerk of his school 

district. His wife died on the homestead farm, in 1889, aged sixty-

three years, and Mr. Vandenberg passed away there in 1901, when 

seventy years of age. Antone J. Vandenberg was born January 24, 

1864, on his father's farm, one of a family of six children of whom 

five were boys. He received his education in the district schools of 

the neighborhood, and as a lad lived with his father, although he 

worked out a good deal to help the family, and assisted in erecting 

many of the buildings in South Kaukauna. At the age of twenty-five 

years he struck out on his own account, and with his brother John 

purchased 200 acres of land in Freedom township, which they sold 

after improving it, and Antone purchased another farm in what is now 

Vandenbroek township. On October 14, 1890, he was married to Matilda 

Boyle, who was born in Freedom township, daughter of Barney Boyle, 

and after marriage purchased his present farm He has built a good, 

modern home and substantial barns and outbuildings on this property, 

and later added to it by purchase, now owning 104 acres, all of 

which he has brought up to a high state of cultivation. Mr. and Mrs. 

Vandenberg have had twelve children, one of whom, Raymond, died at 

the age of nine months, while the others are: Arthur, Rose, George, 

Roy, Mary, Edward, Helen, Ethel, Anne, Ida and Toney. The family is 

connected with the Catholic Church of Little Chute. Mr. Vandenberg 

was on the side board for five years, has been clerk of his school 

district for four years, and was elected in the spring of 1911 to 

the position of chairman of the township board. For nine years he 

served as a director in the Hail and Cyclone Insurance Company. 

 


