
JOSEPH VERSTEGEN. One of the leading industries of Little Chute, Wisconsin, is the Little Chute 
Lumber and Fuel Company, formerly the Miller Lumber Company. which was first established in 
Appleton about 1893 and bought in 1899 by Joseph Verstegen and Martin Hartjes. In 1906 Mr. 
Verstegen purchased his partner's interest in the business and in 1908 the firm was 
incorporated with Mr. Verstegen as president and treasurer; Annie Verstegen, vice-president; 
and Cornelius Van Gompel, secretary. The company handles a full line of lumber, wood, coal, 
cement, plaster, brick, lime and builders' supplies, and does the leading business in Little 
Chute. Joseph Verstegen was born in Little Chute, October 3, 1878, and is a son of Arnold and 
Katherina (Vandraa) Verstegen, the former born December 23, 1820, in Holland. Arnold 
Verstegen was married in 1844 to Mary Biemans, and in 1850 came to America, first engaging in 
farming on wild land in Little Chute, for which he paid $2.50 an acre, and later engaging in the 
flour mill business, which was his occupation at the time of his death in 1900. His first wife 
died in 1865 and he was married (second) in 1867, to Katherina Vandraa. By his first marriage 
he had these children: Katherine, Mrs. Martin Coonen, of Buchanan township; Mary, Mrs. John 
Hoyman of Freedom township; John E., a retired business man and city marshal of Little Chute; 
Herman J., president of the Little Chute bank; and Jane, Mrs. John Van der Weynelenberg, of 
Wrightstown. Mr. Verstegen had the following children by his second union: Dinah, Mrs. Martin 
Hartjes, of this village; Nellie, Mrs. Ed Johnson, of Deer Creek township; Joseph; Arnold, a 
farmer of Little Chute; Peter, also engaged in farming here; and Cornelius, a resident of this 
township. Mrs. Verstegen still survives her husband and makes her home at Wrightstown, 
Wisconsin. 
 
Joseph Verstegen received his early education in the school of Little Chute, and until he was 
nineteen years of age worked at farming. He then engaged in the flour milling business and 
after leaving that worked at paper making until entering his present business. On February 10, 
1903, Mr. Verstegen was married to Annie Van Gompel, daughter of Nicholas and Regina Van 
Gompel, pioneer agriculturists of Outagamie county now living retired, and six children have 
been born to this union: Lester, Clarence, Regina, Robert, Gerald and one that died in infancy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Verstegen are members of the Catholic Church, and he is connected with the 
Knights of Columbus and the Foresters. In 1910 Mr. Verstegen bought the remaining shares of 
his partners and became sole owner of the lumber business, etc. He also owns two dwellings in 
this town, the one in which he lives and the other which he rents. 
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