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EMIL VON GRUNIGEN, the owner of one of the most valuable farms in Black Creek township, 
Outagamie county, a magnificent tract of 300 acres lying in sections 5, 6, 7 and 8, and a man 
who takes an active interest in all movements of a progressive and beneficial nature, was born 
May 8, 1848, in Switzerland, a son of John and Charlotte (Kistler) Van Grunigen. The parents of 
Mr. Von Grunigen were married in their native Switzerland, and about the year 1856 the father 
came to America. Ten years later he had accumulated enough money to go back and get his 
family and he brought them to Jefferson county, New York, where Mrs. Von Grunigen died in 
1878, aged sixty-four years, and her husband at the age of sixty-seven years, in 1886. They had 
five children, of whom Emil was the third in order of birth. At the age of twenty-one years, 
Emil Von Grunigen left New York and went to California, where he remained only about three 
years, and at the end of that time came to Wisconsin, engaging with his brother in the working 
of cheese, in Dodge county, Wisconsin. This continued to be his occupation for about fifteen 
years, when he went to Milwaukee county, but subsequently, two years later, he came to 
Outagamie county, and in 1904 purchased the present family home. He has been engaged in 
farming on this property, and now has all of the land with the exception of thirty acres under 
cultivation. Grain, hogs, cattle and and dairy products are shipped from this property in large 
quantities, and he also milks forty cows. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and with his 
family attends St. John's Evangelical church. In political matters he is a republican, and in 1891 
he was a candidate for the General Assembly from Dodge county, but political conditions at 
that time were against him, and he was consequently defeated by William Schwifel. 
In 1882, Mr. Von Grunigen was married to Miss Emma Boieng, who was born June 12, 1856, 
daughter of Emil and Julia (Voss) Boieng, natives of Prussia who came to America about 1847 
and settled in Dodge county, Wisconsin, where the father died in 1884, aged sixty-nine years. 
Mrs. Boieng is still living, at the age of eighty-four years, and makes her home with Mr. and 
Mrs. Von Gruningen. 

 

 
 


